📘 Overview: Bury Agreed Syllabus for RE (2021–2026)
The Bury RE syllabus (written by RE Today Services for Bury SACRE) sets out what pupils should know, understand and be able to do from Reception through KS2, with clear progression expectations and end-of-phase outcomes for each stage. The full syllabus PDF includes detailed curriculum content, guidance and unit outcomes. 
Access: The syllabus is available as a Bury Agreed Syllabus for RE 2021–2026 PDF — many schools host it on their websites (e.g., see Bury Agreed Syllabus listings). 

📍 Key Parts of the Syllabus (Relevant for EYFS–KS2)
🧒 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
· RE is statutory for Reception pupils and should be taught through the EYFS curriculum (linked to Understanding the World).
· Children explore core questions about identity, belonging and special things in life and learn about celebrations and practices from religions/ beliefs in age-appropriate ways.
· The syllabus provides EYFS units of study with progression statements that link to early RE learning and preparation for KS1. 

🧠 Key Stage 1 (Years 1–2)
Programme of Study:
Schools plan units so pupils begin to:
· Investigate Christianity and at least one other religion (such as Judaism or Islam), understanding basics of beliefs, practices, festivals and community life.
· Build a vocabulary for religion and belief.
· Reflect on own experiences and compare these with others.
· Develop respect and understanding of differences between people. 
Progression Focus:
· “Making sense of beliefs” — recognise and describe what people believe.
· “Understanding the impact” — see how beliefs shape people’s daily lives.
· “Making connections” — begin to reflect on similarities and differences.
· End of KS1 outcomes describe what pupils should be able to do by Year 2. 

📘 Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3–4)
· Builds on KS1 knowledge and skills. Pupils study Christianity and at least two other religions (e.g., Islam and Hinduism), with greater depth.
· They explore core religious concepts and ask deeper questions about beliefs, practices and meaning.
· The syllabus structures learning through key questions and core concepts that spiral through KS stages, so pupils make clear conceptual progress.
· End of Lower KS2 outcomes outline expected attainment by the end of Year 4. 

📙 Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5–6)
· Pupils deepen understanding of religions and non-religious worldviews, broadening their perspectives (often including Buddhism or Sikhism alongside Christianity, Islam and Hinduism).
· They engage with more complex questions about meaning, belief, morality and values.
· End of Upper KS2 outcomes summarise what pupils should be able to do before they move into KS3.
· There is a strong emphasis on critical thinking, reflection, comparison and evaluation across religions/worldviews. 

⭐ Progression Structure
The syllabus uses a three-element teaching and learning approach that underpins progression across all primary phases:
1. Making Sense of Beliefs
Pupils identify, describe and interpret religious beliefs, sources of authority and key concepts. 
2. Understanding the Impact
Pupils explore how religious beliefs influence actions, behaviours and community life. 
3. Making Connections
Pupils evaluate and reflect critically, making links between concepts, beliefs and their own lives. 
This structure supports vertical progression (EYFS→KS1→LKS2→UKS2) — with end-of-phase outcomes and unit outcomes in the syllabus detailing what pupils should know and do at each stage. 

